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Three of us (Val Shepeta, Derek Clark, and I) had to scramble as a sudden decision was 
made to get us out to the Main Camp. We had not been expecting to get out to the camp 
for a day or two and because of this we weren’t exactly ready to go.  A few sweating 
bodies and some frayed nerves later, the three of us were in the air on board the Buffalo 
and heading out to the ice camp.  

It was a pleasant trip out and when we landed about 90 minutes later we were greeted by 
a number of masked men on skidoos. Fortunately it wasn’t a holdup! They were our 
greeting party, plane unloading crew, and the departing camp members. Jon Biggar and 
Mark Rowsome departed in the Buffalo when it left the camp. We never had an 
opportunity to talk. Everything gets done fast in the cold. Or at least we try to do it fast.  

 

The Buffalo taking off on the ice runway at camp.  

Val, Derek, and I were given a large tent to ourselves. One very nice thing here is that 
there is considerable space for everyone in the camp. There are five folding beds in the 
tent, two small tables, and an enormous heating stove.  



 

Our home away from home. Derek is working on the modem field monitoring code.  

After getting settled and checking out the camp, we started gathering our gear together 
for the modem deployments. Despite flying in just after lunch, it was after supper before 
we were able to head out on to the ice to select the locations for the modems.  

All the while we were getting set up, the other teams at camp kept hard at work on their 
tasks. The Canadian Hydrographic Services (CHS), part of the Dept. of Fisheries and 
Oceans, is running the camp. They are working hard to keep life here as pleasant as 
possible and to prepare for the arrival of three helicopters that will allow them to go out 
and measure the snow cover, the ice quality, the ice freeboard (When you drill a hole 
through the ice, the resulting water level is usually a bit below the ice surface. The 
distance between the surface of the ice and the water is the freeboard.), ice thickness, 
gravity, and a spot sounding of the water depth. All of these measurements are in support 
of the data collection for the UNCLOS project and general science interests. The ISE 
team is assembling the first of the AUVs and making good progress with it. The AUV 
will be ready to be put in the hole in just a day or two. The remaining DRDC people from 
the Setup Team are maintaining the ice hole, constructing wooden hole-cover platforms, 
and assembling the gantries that will carry the vehicle to and from the rails and water. 
Don Glencross, our photographer, is running around from activity to activity trying to get 
video and stills to record the progress.  



 

Above: Dan Graham in the large AUV tent 
standing beside his carpentry efforts.   

Right: The DRDC Setup Team. Front Row: 
Al Tremblay, Don Mosher, Back Row: Sean 
Spears, Mark Rowsome, and Dan Graham. 

  

The entire area in Wilkins Strait seems to be covered by a land-locked sheet of second 
year ice. There are some thin spots, but they are not obvious to the eye. When I say thin, I 
mean about 80” thin! The camp is in one of these “thin” spots. The rest of the region 
seems to be 8’-10’ thick. I wasn’t able to find anything thinner. By the way, the camp 
area has a low freeboard. There is a lot of snow on the ice here and that is probably 
depressing the surface.  

The survey for the modem sites did not take very long, so we decided to try deploying the 
first modem. Unfortunately, it turned out to be harder than we thought because the 
modems take a minimum 8” diameter hole for deployment when they are outfitted with 
the hard rubber/plastic mounting clamps. Last time we used the modems on the ice we 
took the mounting clamps off and were able to deploy the modems through a six inch 
hole. Of course, we forgot completely about the mounting clamps, which we are using 
this time, and only took a 6” ice auger with us for our first deployment. Needless to say, 
our first deployment attempt was foiled right at the outset. By this time it was late and we 
were all tired, so we packed it in for the night.  

That’s all for now! 
Garry J. Heard  

Corrections from Previous Journals  

A few journals back I talked about Don Boe and his ice expertise. I mistakenly 
said he had worked with Ice Services – this was not correct.  Don is a recently 
retired pilot. He has spent many years flying around up here and landed in a lot of 
ice camps! 


