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Last night there was a stir as a number of new people arrived at the PCSP Living 
Quarters. While most of the faces were new to us and belonged to pilots and aircrew from 
several planes, one face was well known.  AJ has arrived!  AJ Taylor is the cook for 
Camp Cornerstone. He was also the cook at the DRDC field trial on Devon Island this 

past summer.  It was great to see him again 
and our stomachs were just as happy as we 
were. AJ has the responsibility for just about 
all of us out at Devon Island putting on 
weight.

At about 8:00 pm last night the Buffalo 
finally came in to Resolute. It was loaded 
with a lot of our gear that had been stuck in 
Yellowknife. The Buffalo’s main job here 
will be to carry the AUV sections out to the 
Main Camp.

The AUVs are boxed up for transport. Each 
AUV requires six large boxes, three of which 
you can see in the picture below. Some 
assembly is required!  When the vehicles are 
put together and all of the batteries are 
installed they each weigh about 5000 lbs.

AJ Taylor.

Mike Gorveatt has flown out to the Main 
Camp with Mathieu Beaudoin from 
Discovery Mining Services. They are going 
to attempt to get out to remote site that we 
picked previously. Unfortunately, once again 
the weather to the north is not good. At the 
moment the Twin Otter and team are waiting 
at the Main Camp to see what the weather 
will do as the day progresses. If they are able 
to head north, they will land and drill the ice 
to determine if it is thick enough for the camp 
and for a DC3 to land with our supplies.



The Buffalo aircraft from Yellowknife. The inset shows the large flying-boxcar-like  
interior.

Don Glencross the DRDC Atlantic photographer and three guys from International 
Submarine Engineering (Rod Penner, John McMilan, & Tristan Crees) also flew out to 
the camp. They will be staying there now. The plan is for the Buffalo to take the first 
AUV to the camp at the earliest opportunity. The guys from ISE will begin the assembly 
process as soon as the vehicle arrives.

Last night the DRDC setup team (Don Mosher, Al Tremblay, Sean Spears, Dan Graham, 
& Mark Rowsome) reported that they had finished the AUV ice hole and that the main 
tent floor was in place and the tent ribs put up. We hope that they have managed to put 
the end walls and tent skin in place this morning so that there will be a warm place to put 
the AUV when it arrives.

Success!  The day is just coming to an end and it is starting to feel like progress at last – 
at least for the Project Cornerstone component of the field trial.  The first AUV has 
arrived at the Main Camp. The guys in the Twin Otter successfully made it out to the 
remote camp and back to Resolute. They have drilled the ice and report that the ice is 9-
10 ft thick, which is good for the camp and the AUV recovery system. They also drilled 
the lead and found it was 60” thick. This is strong enough for us to be able to land a DC3 
on it making the freighting of camp goods much faster and easier.  We have also 



refurbished almost half of the modems with new batteries, O-rings, and code updates. 
The rest will be done tomorrow as will the Freewave and cooler box systems.

Julian Goodyear, Alex Forest, Janice Lang, and Erin MacNeil arrived on the First Air 
flight this evening. Julian and Janice escaped before I could get their pictures, but I 
forced the other two to pose.

Erin and Alex have arrived in Resolute.

That’s all for now!
Garry J. Heard

Corrections from Previous Journals

• I didn’t get any error feedback from the last journal.


