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We arrived safely in Resolute last night. A First Air Combi-737 was chartered to bring 20 
people and a load of gear into Resolute from Yellowknife. The only bad thing about the 
flight, which was actually very pleasant, was that it took off shortly after midnight and 
we arrived in Resolute at 0400L. That led to a pretty short sleep after a long day.

Some of the group travelling to Resolute on the First Air Charter.

As we were heading for the airport we met three members of the CHS team. They were 
staying in the same hotel as us, but neither group knew the other and we hadn’t spoken 
previously as we didn’t realize we were on the same job. The CHS people were Mike 
Black, Knut Lyngberg, and Christian Comtois. Once we got to the airport we met Diane 
Jobin, Wally Benoite, Darcy Burbank, and Sarah Harper. 

On arrival in Resolute we were greeted by a smiling Aziz at the base of the gangway 
stairs, rapidly followed by Dave Wheaton on the ramp, and Mike Kristjanson in the PCSP 
warehouse. They and a lot of others were up to greet us and look after the aircraft and the 
cargo. 



It was significantly colder in Resolute than it had been in Yellowknife. Somewhere 
around -30C with a good breeze was what the conditions were that greeted us. After a 
brief greeting we were assigned rooms in the living quarters and our bags were delivered 
to the door by a large forklift. There were a lot of bags! It had taken a fleet of taxis to get 
us all to the airport. Cars could generally only handle one person and related bags at a 
time. Vans were able to manage 2-3 people.

Jessie Edwards, Dorothy’s daughter, met up with us at the Polar Continental Shelf 
Program (PCSP) living quarters. For those of you who don’t know Dorothy, she is the 
person who has cooked for many DRDC Arctic field trials. Jessie has also cooked for us 
from time-to-time, but this was the first time that I had met her in person. Jessie’s partner 
is AJ Taylor, who was our cook this past summer at Gascoyne Inlet. It’s a real family 
type of business!  Jessie will be cooking at the Main Camp, while AJ will be at Camp 
Cornerstone. Jo Edwards (no relation) is cooking at the Main Camp right now.

Progress on the Main Camp has been slow. The weather is not very cooperative and 
overall we are about a week behind the planned schedule. Two of the hydrographers, 
Knut and Mike, have left for the Main Camp this afternoon. The construction of a 3000-ft 
long runway is on-going and is being hampered by snow and blowing snow.

As for the DRDC/NRCan/DFO Project Cornerstone component of the effort, there are 
five people at the Main Camp trying to set up the tents and open the hole for the AUVs. 
The figure below shows what the plan is for the tents. The smaller tent on the left is in 
place. The ice hole and the gantry are also shown in the figure. As far as I can tell, the 
work opening the ice hole has been started, but is being limited by the winds. The ice 
hole is planned to measure 6’ x 28’ x 80”. This means that the team has to remove 
approximately 68,700 lb of ice! No matter how you look at it – this is a big job. 

The floor plan of the AUV tents.

This afternoon we discovered that a number of cases of gear were not here. Fortunately, 
they appear to have been located. They are sitting in Yellowknife. We should receive 
them soon. Unfortunately, these packages contain some of the parts that we could be 
working on right now. The good news is that the missing HAZMAT has been delivered. 



Once the camp is ready, more of our people will be able to transfer out there. We are 
minimizing the load on the camp for food and fuel as it is difficult to keep the supply 
chain running and easier to support people at Resolute.

This is how we make such big holes in the ice. We use hot water! The machine in the  
background is a hot-water drill. It is a water boiler with circulating pump and furnace  
burner. Almost boiling water is pumped into cutters made from copper piping with tiny  
holes drilled in it. In this picture a straight 4-foot wide cut is being made. The hose on  

the right sucks up the waste water and returns it to the boiler.

Tomorrow, weather and priorities permitting, we will take a DC3 and go on a recce to 
find a suitable location for Camp Cornerstone. The ice conditions are not good and the 
best candidate ice chunk recently broke into three sections. We may still be able to use 
these, but a closer look is needed.

Garry J. Heard
DRDC Atlantic

Corrections from Previous Newsletters

• The DRDC Setup Team also includes Dan Graham.


