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Hello everyone! Once again a group of us from DRDC Atlantic and International

 

Submarine Engineering

 

(ISE) are making our way to the Arctic to carry out a field trial. 
This time we will be attempting to use the new ISE Explorer Autonomous Underwater 
Vehicles (AUVs) to map the sea floor in the deep water and difficult to reach area north 
of the Queen Elizabeth Archipelago. We will be working with NRCan personnel in 
substantiating Canada’s extended continental shelf as defined by the United Nations 
Convention on the Law Of the Sea (UNCLOS).  

 

A Google Map view of the Queen Elizabeth Archipelago.  

These newsletters were inspired by our friend and colleague, Ron Verrall, who is 
unfortunately not a member of the expedition this time around. Ron has made a habit of 
writing newsletters to send home to our colleagues, employers, and loved ones so that 
they all know how we are doing and how the projects are progressing. Ron’s newsletters 
have been well received and many of them have been collected and made available on the 
Internet at http://arcticnewsletters.com. This website, which is managed by Ron, hosts 
nine years of newsletters for various projects and provides background information on 
some of the projects. Ron’s very popular Arctic Field Guide is also available through this 
website.   

The newsletters have become so popular that it is almost unthinkable that we would have 
to be without them this year. I’ve been asked to take a stab at producing them and, with 
deference to Ron, I’ll do the best I can and hope that a lot of help comes my way. 
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With the advent of satellite Internet, the distribution of these newsletters has become 
easier and the news more timely. Even so, we are going to operating in very remote areas 
and the inclusion of photographs in the newsletters can tax the communication systems. 
You may find that in addition to my laggardly writing efforts delaying the newsletter 
delivery, other factors will cause the schedule to be somewhat irregular.  

So having set the scene let me fill you in on the current state of the field trial effort. First 
off, Discovery Mining, NRCan, and a few “early up” DRDC personnel, who we are 
calling the Setup Team, are in the process of establishing a Main Camp on the shore-fast 
ice in the strait southwest of Borden Island. The DRDC Setup Team includes Al 
Tremblay, Don Mosher, Dave Wheaton, and Sean Spears. Equipment and people are 
staging out of Resolute. The weather has not been terribly cooperative and there have 
been a few delays. Fortunately last Friday the weather was reported to be improving and 
the Setup Team was expected to get to the Main Camp either yesterday or today.  

The Ops Team, which is the group I am travelling with, has made it as far as 
Yellowknife. Travelling with me are David Hopkin, Nicos Pelavas, Val Shepeta, and 
Derek Clark. Mike Gorveat, who will be the Remote Camp Manager, met us in Calgary. 
Tomorrow we expect to meet up with some ISE personnel. We will all wait here for a 
charter flight on 17 March that will bring us into Resolute. The AUVs and most of our 
gear is thought to be in Resolute already. Last I heard, it was all there except for some 
HAZMAT goods that were still somewhere in transit.  

It has been a long first day for the Ops Team who flew out of Halifax at first light in the 
midst of the chaos caused by Spring Break. Despite this we are taking advantage of a 
brief stay here to enjoy Yellowknife. We had an excellent dinner in our hotel and tonight 
– those who can stay awake – will meet at 2300h for a photo session of the aurora 
borealis, which are expected to be active and should be highly visible due to the clear 
skies.  

Garry J. Heard 
DRDC Atlantic 



 

Nicos and Dave in front of our hotel in Yellowknife, NWT.  

 

From left-to-right, Garry Heard, David Hopkin, Val Shepeta, 
and Nicos Pelavas enjoy dinner at the hotel in Yellowknife. 


