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The AUV team spent much of today 
working with the ROV and running 
practice drills on everything they could 
think of. This is very important work 
as the ROV is a fundamental part of 
the AUV recovery process. 
Unfortunately, it is a slow process and 
the thrill for the onlooker soon fades. 
There is always another fantastic 
picture to fascinate you on the screen 
of the ROV control panel, but the ROV 
pilot gets a bit upset at the constant 
demands to “go left”, “pull back”, “go 
down” when he is try to find his way 
through a jungle of cable vines.

The Twin Otter that spent a day or two with us was finally able to depart for the remote 
camp, which is well into the process of being moved to a closer location.

My modem group spent the day preparing equipment for a run out onto the ice with 
skidoos. Our intention is to run out along the AUV test tracks and check the acoustic 

communication range and short-range 
localization system accuracy. The 
hardest part of this effort was setting 
up a spare AHLS computer to run in a 
box on a sled, so that we could test 
the actual system’s performance. We 
have to keep things warm and this 
required a generator, electric heater 
and a box full of insulation.

Nicos Pelavas spent part of the day 
analyzing our Short-Range 
Localization data and comparing it to 
differential GPS measurements. The 
end result is that our SRL system is 
about as accurate as differential GPS 

DFO Unclos Director Julian Goodyear and 
hydrographer Joe Manning share a laugh in  

camp.

The ROV attaching a line to the AUV with a  
“happy hooker” which is an amazing device  

for wrapping a line around an object.
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at least for a stationary vehicle in the centre of the modem field. This is a very 
encouraging result.

The biggest excitement for the day was the arrival of the four helicopters that will be 
supporting the hydrographic spot soundings and the remote camp. It was like being in a 
cold version of MASH with the wounded arriving as the choppers, helos, birds – there 
are a lot of terms for helicopters – circled the camp. The four of them parked just on the 
southern boundary are an impressive sight.

Dan Graham, Sean Spears, 
and Julian Goodyear all left 
the camp today. Sean will 
get some time in Resolute 
and return to the camp in a 
couple of days. Dan will 
end up heading out to the 
Remote Camp to help build 
it up. Diane Jobin from 
NRCan, Stoyka Netcheva 
and Andrew Sheppard from 
Environment Canada 
arrived in camp today. 
Diane is here for gravity 
measurements, while 
Stoyka and Andrew are 
going to deploy the “Ozone 

Buoy” that measures atmospheric chemicals for 3 to 4 weeks or as long as possible.

The camp now has a large population. I’m not sure of the exact number, but I believe 
there are 38 people in camp tonight!

That’s all for now!
Garry J. Heard
garry.heard@accesswave.ca

Errata from previous Journals
• Dan and Sean actually depart today, not yesterday as my last newsletter stated.

A spider box supply power to the helos and aircraft.
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