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The weather improved greatly today and we 
were able to get flights into the camp in the 
late afternoon. The Buffalo came out first 
with a load of cargo and three passengers. 
Three Twin Otters followed shortly 
afterwards. One of the Otters is staying 
overnight and will depart for the new Camp 
Cornerstone tomorrow morning.

In addition to the Otter pilots, we have five 
new arrivals in camp. Erin MacNeil, our 
DRDC Cornerstone Project Manager, Janice 
Lang, DRDC Ottawa’s photographer, and 
Gina Millar, an ISE Engineer, all arrived on 
the Buffalo flight. While enroute to the 
camp, the ladies were shown the Buffalo 
crew’s mustachios, which they had to 
photograph to send home for the guys.

Soon after the Buffalo departed, the first of 
three the Otters 
arrived at camp. 
There weren’t any 
passengers on that 

flight, but Julian Goodyear, the UNCLOS Director from DFO 
and Nicos Pelavas from DRDC Atlantic were on the second 
Otter to arrive. It was a busy day for the CHS guys who had 
prepared quarters for all of the new arrivals and stowed all the 
arriving cargo.

In carrying out Arctic field work all sorts of unusual contraptions 
become quite valuable. Remember how I described in detail how 
we drilled holes through the ice and deployed modems through 
them into the water? Today Val made a through-hole-cable-
grabber to help us when it is time to change the batteries in the 
modems. There is a picture of his handiwork in this newsletter. 
So, how do we use this gizmo? In order to change the modem 

Erin MacNeil and Gina Millar arrive at  
camp. Note the matching outfits in  

pristine condition.

Janice Lang is DRDC 
Ottawa’s 

photographer.



The Buffalo pilots modeling their new mustachios.

batteries we have to bring the modem up on the surface. The ice hole that we deployed 
the modem through has long since frozen up, trapping the support rope and electrical 
cable in the ice. One option is to fire up our hot-water drill and melt a hole through the 
ice freeing the rope and cable and to then pull the modem up. We could do this, but it is a 
lot of work. There is a faster way. 

Here is what we do. First, we drill another hole through the ice about 2 feet away from 
where the rope and cable are. We don’t want to be too close because the ice auger might 
cut the rope and cable and we would lose the modem. Once the hole is drilled we have to 
somehow reach down through an 8” wide hole that is 10 ft long and then grasp the rope 

that is about 2 feet over from our position. 
Val’s through-hole-cable-grabber is the 
solution to this impossible task.

The contraption is raised up and then 
lowered into the hole with the bubble 
wrapped section going in first. The bubble 
wrap isn’t needed, but we thought we’d try 
it out. As the 4-ft long end section emerges 
from the bottom of the ice hole, the 
contraption bends at the hinge because the 
wooden arm floats up against the ice. Once 
the lower section is fully in the water, we 
just have to turn the end of the 12-foot 
long 2x4 that is sticking up above the ice. 
As we turn the 2x4, the lower arm sweeps 
out an arc with a 4-ft radius. When the 

board touches the support line it slips along the board until it is trapped by the bolt 
sticking out at the end of the board. Keeping the long 2x4 rotated hard against the line, 

Val Shepeta with his newly constructed  
through-hole-cable-grabber.



we can then begin to pull up on the long 2x4. As we pull, the floating board becomes 
vertical and the support line is drawn over to our new hole. By pulling the grabber 
completely out of the hole, we pull a bight of the line up through the new hole.  It is a 
simple matter then to pull the modem up through the new hole, change the battery, and 
drop the modem back through the hole.

The other major activity today was setting up the Seamor ROV. The three pictures below 
show the ROV and what we see when we are using it. Much of the day was spent in 
practicing ROV activities and a full rehearsal of the Catchy system.

Dan and Mark operate the Seamor ROV. On the left is a view of the AUV attached to  
Catchy, while on the right Seamor is looking up into the hole at the Catchy pipe. Below 

is a photo of Seamor looking up out of the hole. The claw sticks out in front.

Today is Good Friday and it is a beautiful day here at 
the ice camp. While the sky has more clouds than 
some of the better days, the on ice visibility is the 
best I have seen.  For the first time I can clearly see 
the outline of MacKenzie King Island along the 
southern horizon about 28 km away.

If all goes according to plan, Sean Spears and Dan 
Graham will be returning to Resolute today for a rest, 
shower, and laundry. We’ll be seeing them again at 
this and/or the remote camp in the near future.

That’s all for now!
Garry J. Heard
garry.heard@accesswave.ca


